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ILAC Meetings


The first ILAC Executive meeting for 2010 was held in March and hosted by Cofrac in Paris. The ILAC Executive was the last in a three day series of meetings that commenced with the IAF Executive meeting on the Sunday and then moved onto the first Joint meeting of the ILAC and IAF Executive Committees (JEC).

These new arrangements for Executive Committee meetings were again put to the test in June, when our colleagues at ema in Mexico hosted the three day meeting series. The three day mid year program (for those involved in both the ILAC and IAF Executive meetings) replaces the previous 5 day program.

The JEC meetings are now covering all topics of common interest to ILAC and IAF, such as the activities of the joint working groups and committees, joint liaison activities, joint work items undertaken by the Executives, reporting by the Regional Cooperation Body members from both organisations and all matters associated with the planning and general logistics for the joint annual meetings and mid year meetings as appropriate.  These issues were previously addressed by each Executive Committee separately and then in many instances were covered again during meetings of the Joint Committee for Closer Cooperation (JCCC).  

Based on the current experience with the new meeting arrangements, the three day series appears to be achieving the aim of addressing issues in the most appropriate forum with a minimum of duplication. The final ILAC Executive and JEC meetings for the year will be held in Shanghai, in October, as part of the ILAC and IAF Annual meetings. 
This year the annual ILAC/IAF meetings, scheduled to be held from 20-29 October, will also be the focus of celebrations to mark the 10th Anniversary of the signing of the ILAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) and the 12th Anniversary of the signing of the IAF Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA). 

The ILAC Arrangement

As at 3 September 2010, there were 67 Signatories (Full Members) to the ILAC Arrangement, representing 55 economies.

Further progress is being made towards establishing an international multi-lateral mutual recognition arrangement (MLMRA) for Inspection and applications for evaluation have been received from the current Recognised Regional Cooperation bodies, to join the Inspection MLMRA. 
The ILAC Arrangement is increasingly being called up by regulatory authorities who are requiring testing and calibration activities in certain areas to be carried out by laboratories accredited by Signatories to the ILAC Arrangement.  Examples of success stories from ILAC Full Members (signatories to the ILAC Arrangement) about the benefits of being a signatory to the ILAC Arrangement are also on the increase. Further information about these developments can be found on the ILAC website at www.ilac.org.

ILAC also continues to focus on enhancing a more widespread understanding of the socio-economic benefits of the Arrangement amongst the international community, particularly governments and regulators.
ILAC Membership

ILAC membership as at 3 September 2010 is as follows:

· 67 Full Members (Signatories to the ILAC Arrangement) representing 55 economies;

· 20 Associates representing 20 economies;

· 20 Affiliates representing 19 economies;

· 4 Regional Cooperation Bodies

· 25 Stakeholders

The ILAC membership (total 137 bodies) now covers a total of 89 different economies worldwide and approximately 33,000 laboratories and over 6,000 inspection bodies are accredited by the 67 ILAC Full Members (signatories to the ILAC Arrangement).

ILAC Executive 

Elections for all (elected) positions on the ILAC Executive Committee will be held during the annual meetings in October 2010. A call for nominations has been sent out to all members in preparation for the ILAC General Assembly in October. Of special note for both the members and the Secretariat is that both the ILAC Chair, Daniel Pierre and the ILAC Vice-Chair Peter Unger, having served in their respective roles for the maximum period allowed under the ILAC Rules (three consecutive two year terms), will not be eligible to continue in their current positions. 

The Secretariat has been very fortunate to have received such an excellent level of support from both the Chair and Vice Chair which has greatly facilitated the efficient and effective operation of ILAC.

ILAC signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the International Federation of Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine (IFCC) in July 2010. The signing of this MoU was the culmination of a very productive meeting held earlier this year and a series of follow up communications between the two organisations. 

Three existing MoUs are currently undergoing a scheduled review, namely the tripartite MoU between IAF, ILAC and OIML, the MoU between ILAC and WADA and the MoU between ILAC and IEC.

ILAC Liaisons

The review of liaison activities continues to be a major focus of the ILAC Executive Committee, who seeks to ensure that ILAC interests are represented in areas which have an impact on the activities of ILAC and its members.  Action items arising out of ILAC’s liaison activities are addressed during each Executive meeting as well as on a continuous basis throughout the year.  


The Liaison Database, located in the members area of the ILAC website, continues to serve as the main repository for the ever increasing number of reports and documents that are produced as part of ILAC’s liaison activity.   It can be accessed via the members area of the ILAC website. (ILAC members who have not as yet sought access to the Members Area of the website can do so on-line, via the ‘Home’ page of the website).
The liaison activity between ILAC, IAF and OIML continues to progress with meetings held in Paris in April and July 2010. Activities in 2010 have included the review and expansion of the Joint ILAC-OIML Work Program to cover proposed activities for 2010 and 2011. A review of the tripartite MoU between the three organisations has been finalised and is currently undergoing a final circulation to the memberships of ILAC and IAF, prior to re-signing during the ILAC and IAF Annual Meetings in October 2010. An article on our liaison activities will also be appearing in the October edition of ILAC News.
ILAC and IAF will be represented at the 45th Meeting of the International Legal Metrology Committee (CIML), held in September in Orlando, Florida, USA.

The cooperation between the IEC CAB (International Electrotechnical Commission Conformity Assessment Board), IAF and ILAC took a step forward during the ILAC and IAF Annual Meetings, held in Vancouver, Canada October 2009. A delegation from IEC CAB meet with delegations from ILAC and IAF and a number of new developments in the cooperation between the three organisations were confirmed. These developments are reflected in the resolutions adopted during the Vancouver Joint ILAC and IAF General Assembly on 19 October 2009. 

Members were advised via a circular in December 2009 of the implementation details for the new model of assessment collaboration between ILAC, IEC and IAF, which is the subject of one of the JGA Resolutions.  The other new direction agreed in Vancouver, was to establish a single IAF/ILAC/IEC CAB steering committee to manage the cooperation and the joint activities between the three organisations. This Steering Committee will replace the previously established IAF/ILAC/IEC Technical Panels. Details of these developments can be found on the ILAC website and an article was also published in the April edition of ILAC News.

During the March 2010 meeting of the JEC the ILAC and IAF delegations for the first meeting of the Steering Committee were finalised. The Steering Committee will be chaired initially by IEC and will meet annually during the IAF/ILAC Annual Meetings. The Secretariat support for this meeting will be provided by ILAC and IAF. The first meeting is scheduled to be held on Saturday October 23 in Shanghai.
ILAC continues to participate in a number of liaison activities with ISO.  These include CASCO WG 29 (Revision of ISO Guide 65 – Product Certification), CASCO WG 31 (Revision of ISO 17020 - Inspection), ISO TC212 (Technical Committee - Clinical laboratory testing and in vitro diagnostic test systems – Revision of ISO 15189) and ISO TC69 (Technical Committee – Applications of Statistical Methods) where ILAC has been granted liaison status with SC6 because of the special interest in measurement methods. ILAC and IAF also liaise closely with ISO and ISO/CASCO as part of the IAF/ILAC/ISO Joint Working Group which usually meets twice a year (next meeting 15 November 2010).

ILAC participated in the regular March round of meetings with the BIPM, which this year included a meeting between ISO, BIPM, OIML and ILAC.  A similar round of meetings is scheduled for March 2011. 

The 2010 meeting of the DCMAS Network (formerly the JCDCMAS) – Network on Metrology, Accreditation and Standardisation for Developing Countries – was held in Geneva on Monday 29 March 2010. DCMAS Network is another area where ILAC and IAF work closely with our international colleagues, including OIML. ILAC and IAF also contributed to the revisions of the various publications that are available from the DCMAS Network website http://www.dcmas.net. 

The ILAC Executive Liaison, Alan Squirrell has participated, either in person or via teleconference, in two meetings of the WADA Laboratory Committee in 2010, with another two meetings scheduled for the remainder of 2010. WADA and BIPM representatives also attended the last meeting of the ILAC Accreditation Committee, in June, in Denmark. 

ILAC and IAF will be represented at the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) Regional Consultation on Conformance Assessment and Interoperability for the Asia-Pacific Region, in September 2010.

In late 2009, ILAC was invited to participate in the special events held to mark the 10th Anniversaries of the CIPM Mutual Recognition Arrangement and the 10th Anniversary of the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA). Representatives from both BIPM and WADA will attend the Gala Dinner at the ILAC/IAF annual meetings in Shanghai, where we will be celebrating the 10th and 12th Anniversaries of the ILAC and IAF MRA and MLA respectively.
Other regular liaison activities already carried out, or planned to be undertaken in 2010, include meetings with ISO REMCO, OIML, CITAC and CCQM.

ILAC thanks all of the ILAC liaison officers, and their organisations, who give up their time to assist ILAC in carrying out these activities for the benefit of the ILAC members.
 
ILAC Secretariat  

The ILAC Secretariat staff is as follows: Annette Dever – ILAC Secretary; Alan Squirrell – ILAC Executive Liaison Officer; Sharon Kelly – Senior ILAC Coordinator; Alison Hay – ILAC Administrator and Rose Bevins – ILAC Administrator.
The external audit of the 2009 ILAC accounts was reviewed by the ILAC Executive at their March 2010 meeting and the necessary information has been passed to the ILAC Financial Audit Committee for their review.
The Secretariat activities underwent an internal audit during August 2010 with Mr Shaharul Sadri Alwi, Director of Accreditation, Standards Malaysia, carrying out this task. 
ILAC publications can be downloaded from the ILAC Website by clicking on the Publications and Resources button on the left hand side of the home page. Recently published documents include the following:

ILAC G18:04/2010 Guideline for the Formulation of Scopes of Accreditation for laboratories
ILAC R4:03/2010 Use of the ILAC Logo and Tagline

IAF/ILAC A1:07/2010 IAF/ILAC MRAs: Evaluation of a Regional Group

IAF/ILAC A2:07/2010 IAF/ILAC MRAs: Evaluation of a Single Accreditation Body

A complete list of all documents, that have been (or are being) circulated to members for either comments or voting, can be obtained from the ILAC website in the Members Section under Ballots. 

The ILAC-MRA Mark registration process continues and, as at 3 September 2010, 47 ILAC Full Members had signed Licensing Agreements with ILAC, for the use of the Combined MRA Mark (the Combined MRA Mark is the ILAC-MRA Mark used in combination with the accreditation body’s own mark). 
The second edition of ILAC News for 2010 is due for publication in October. Past editions of ILAC News are also available to download from the ILAC website. 
World Accreditation Day was celebrated on 9 June 2010 with this year’s theme being Global Acceptance. ILAC and IAF are currently compiling information on the various activities undertaken on World Accreditation Day as supplied by the members. 

Further information on ILAC can be obtained from the ILAC website at www.ilac.org, or by emailing the Secretariat on ilac@nata.com.au.
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